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This PowerPoint 2007 template produces a 36”x56” 

presentation poster. You can use it to create your research 

poster and save valuable time placing titles, subtitles, text, 

and graphics.  

 

We provide a series of online tutorials that will guide you 

through the poster design process and answer your poster 

production questions. To view our template tutorials, go online 

to PosterPresentations.com and click on HELP DESK. 

 

When you are ready to print your poster, go online to 

PosterPresentations.com 

 

Need assistance? Call us at 1.510.649.3001 

 
 

QU ICK  START  
 

Zoom in and out 
 As you work on your poster zoom in and out to the level 

that is more comfortable to you.  

 Go to VIEW > ZOOM. 

 

Title, Authors, and Affiliations 
Start designing your poster by adding the title, the names of the authors, 

and the affiliated institutions. You can type or paste text into the 

provided boxes. The template will automatically adjust the size of your 

text to fit the title box. You can manually override this feature and 

change the size of your text.  

 

TIP : The font size of your title should be bigger than your name(s) and 

institution name(s). 

 

 

 

 

Adding Logos / Seals 
Most often, logos are added on each side of the title. You can insert a 

logo by dragging and dropping it from your desktop, copy and paste or by 

going to INSERT > PICTURES. Logos taken from web sites are likely to be 

low quality when printed. Zoom it at 100% to see what the logo will look 

like on the final poster and make any necessary adjustments.   

 

TIP:  See if your school’s logo is available on our free poster templates 

page. 

 

Photographs / Graphics 
You can add images by dragging and dropping from your desktop, copy 

and paste, or by going to INSERT > PICTURES. Resize images 

proportionally by holding down the SHIFT key and dragging one of the 

corner handles. For a professional-looking poster, do not distort your 

images by enlarging them disproportionally. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Image Quality Check 
Zoom in and look at your images at 100% magnification. If they look good 

they will print well.  
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QU ICK  START ( co n t . )  
 

How to change the template color theme 
You can easily change the color theme of your poster by going to the 

DESIGN menu, click on COLORS, and choose the color theme of your 

choice. You can also create your own color theme. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

You can also manually change the color of your background by going to 

VIEW > SLIDE MASTER.  After you finish working on the master be sure to 

go to VIEW > NORMAL to continue working on your poster. 

 

How to add Text 
The template comes with a number of pre-

formatted placeholders for headers and text 

blocks. You can add more blocks by copying and 

pasting the existing ones or by adding a text box 

from the HOME menu.  

 

 Text size 
Adjust the size of your text based on how much content you have to 

present. The default template text offers a good starting point. Follow 

the conference requirements. 

 

How to add Tables 
To add a table from scratch go to the INSERT menu and  

click on TABLE. A drop-down box will help you select rows 

and columns.  

You can also copy and a paste a table from Word or another PowerPoint 

document. A pasted table may need to be re-formatted by RIGHT-CLICK > 

FORMAT SHAPE, TEXT BOX, Margins. 

 

Graphs / Charts 
You can simply copy and paste charts and graphs from Excel or Word. 

Some reformatting may be required depending on how the original 

document has been created. 

 

How to change the column configuration 
RIGHT-CLICK on the poster background and select LAYOUT to see the 

column options available for this template. The poster columns can also 

be customized on the Master. VIEW > MASTER. 

 

How to remove the info bars 
If you are working in PowerPoint for Windows and have finished your 

poster, save as PDF and the bars will not be included. You can also delete 

them by going to VIEW > MASTER. On the Mac adjust the Page-Setup to 

match the Page-Setup in PowerPoint before you create a PDF. You can 

also delete them from the Slide Master. 

 

Save your work 
Save your template as a PowerPoint document. For printing, save as 

PowerPoint of “Print-quality” PDF. 

 

Print your poster 
When you are ready to have your poster printed go online to 

PosterPresentations.com and click on the “Order Your Poster” button. 

Choose the poster type the best suits your needs and submit your order. 

If you submit a PowerPoint document you will be receiving a PDF proof 

for your approval prior to printing. If your order is placed and paid for 

before noon, Pacific, Monday through Friday, your order will ship out that 

same day. Next day, Second day, Third day, and Free Ground services are 

offered. Go to PosterPresentations.com for more information. 

 

Student discounts are available on our Facebook page. 

Go to PosterPresentations.com and click on the FB icon.  
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• The Middle East depends on oil based reserves, and as the UAE is expected 

to run out of non-renewable energy sources by 2030[1][2], there is a need to 

start using renewable energy. In this project, the American University of 

Sharjah (AUS) is planned to run on Solar Energy. 

• AUS uses immense amount of energy to power the entire campus which 

includes all the different colleges, dorms and sports facilities. By switching 

over to solar energy, not only will it be beneficial to the environment, but also 

will prove to be cost effective for the university. 

• If the university does not begin to convert to renewable energy sources, then 

in the coming years the cost of electricity will keep increasing with the 

resultant financial burden. 

• Alternative energy refers to any way of producing energy that does not 

require fossil or nuclear fuels. Alternative energy is non-polluting and helps 

to decrease the emissions of gases. Since these energy sources are natural and 

do not need to be processed, they have very little effect on the environment. 

 

Overview 

• The production of electricity has increased because of the increasing demand 

despite the introduction of new technologies such as Wind, Solar Energy and 

Nuclear Power Generations. Energy costs continue to increase as shown in 

Table 1. 

• Electricity costs increase when production is dependent on fossil fuels. 

• Diminishing reserves.  

• The university will also be contributing to global warming and harming the 

environment, which is compromising the future of Earth. 

• Fuel is one of three major causes of CO2 emission, other two being industry 

and transportation. 
 

Problem 

1. Solar Plant 

Solar power plant is based on the conversion of sunlight into electricity, 

directly using photovoltaic, or indirectly using concentrated solar power. 

• Large land area 

• Energy loss while being transferred to locations of use 

• Entire campus can be compromised 

     during a system failure   

• Needs specialists to install 

  

• We propose fitting each building in AUS with Solar Panels to charge up that 

building during the day, and for non-renewable energy to be distributed only 

at night when required. 

• The reason Solar Energy has become a leading alternative energy source is 

because more energy from the sun falls on the Earth in one hour than is used 

by everyone in the world in one year [5]. 

• As pointed out by Dr. Ahmed D. AlJaberi, Assistant Professor in Masdar 

Institute, Masdar runs solely on Solar energy through  solar panels attached to 

the rooftops and from the solar farm beside the Institute. Masdar generates a 

lot of solar energy which they do not need, and therefore feed it to Abu 

Dhabi’s energy grid in order to not waste it. 

• The primary concern for the implementation of Solar Panels is the upfront 

cost [6]. The larger the system, the  higher the costs. Installing a system to 

harness Solar Energy at a university could cost millions of dollars. However, 

looking at it for the long run, after the initial cost, solar energy costs next to 

nothing.  
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2. Solar Towers 

They use mirrors to focus sunlight on the bottom of the tower which heats the 

liquid that forms the steam to rotate the turbines 

• Need to be distributed on different parts of campus  

• Alters the landscape  

• Safety concerns from authorities due to location (close to Sharjah 

International Airport) 

3. Solar Panels 
Solar panels are a system of photovoltaic cells wired together to form a large 

system called an array. 

• Least expensive of all three solutions 

• Does not need a dedicated land 

• Does not need specialists to install and run 

Solutions Evaluation 

• Solar panels will help cut down on 

electricity costs. AUS has roughly 15 

buildings that are probably viable on 

which to put solar panels would 

generate a lot of clean energy. AUS 

would also gain national recognition 

which could help boost admissions 

and alumni support which would 

defray expenses.  The university 

would cut down its carbon dioxide 

emissions which would reduce 

greenhouse gas in the atmosphere 

and allow the environment to 

recover and flourish. 
Table 1 – Electricity production in UAE [3] 

Figure 1 –Solar energy absorbing panels [4] 

Figure 2 – Ivanpah Solar Tower  [4]  

Figure 3 – Solar Panels on the roof top [4]  

Figure 5– Process of producing power from Solar 

radiation [7]  
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